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ARTICLE APPEARED THE WASHINGTON POST 


ON PAGE __~t/ 25 July 1981 


Hill: Panel 


Covert Plan: 


Members.of th 


* “rare” by: gavernment~*spe-. 
cialists, have: written: tor Pres-= 


to informed sources:**7*-+ 7+. - 
Sources in hoth the exec: - 
utive and legislative branches: 
of government say that while. 
itis not unusual: for cammit- 4 
tee members. to occasionally : 
voice-concern in closed-door ~ 
- meetings with CTA’ dfficials : 
over various. covert: action: 
. schemes, it is:highly unusual 

for members: to - put? their 
views in writing for the- pte: 
ident, who: ultimately: must - 


bers went so. far AES 
‘These sources: would? pro-= 
vide no details-on-the- CIA 

_ operation, ‘its size: or impor-= 
tance,. except sthat™ its-wad - 
aimed at someplace in’ Afri:*: 
ca.. They said, however, thai] 
a number of House commit-.: 
tee members both. . Demie= 
crats and Republicans, were ~ 
troubled by both the plan it: - 
self, which-they. felt wes- not 


properly” thought: through. 
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The plan’ teportedly was- first brousff§> th 
* committee by Max Hugel, the CIA’s former dex 
‘uty director for operations. Hugel has since re 
» signed: in the: wake of allegations concerning h 
‘dealings ag a:- businessman before- being brought 
iinto thes highly sensitive intelligence job by CIA: 
iDirector William J. Casey. Hugel reportedly was 
“accompanied at the House briefing by a State-De-. 
; partment intelligence official, Herman J. Cohen.» 
oe Eerie sMeaee OSE eet oe west Ha. Sargatcs: sy “oe 
‘. In those? hearings, misgivings ‘about the plan‘ 
“were voiced -to Hugel and Cohen, sources say. But: 
-Some:-committee_ members: ‘either: did not have: 
“enough confidence that their“concerns: would he: 
“passed. along: to: Casey and ‘the-president, ‘or felt 
sufficiently exercised. about: the- matter,:to write’. 
the president directly, the sources add: oy 
* eee hd asa OER er ROLLE MME FS Nt 
+ Under“a-variety of amended” federal statutes: 
dealing. with congressional oversight. of planned 
‘U.S. covert; Gr undercover; intelligence. activities! 
:the- president®.must first. make. a.“finding” that. 
;such activities are necessary for national security: 
‘and then the director. of CLA. is obliged to inform. 
‘the Housé’and Senate select? intelligence. commit-> 
tees, which- were set up-imthe- past four-to-five- 
years: -Fhe committees-have no formal role in: ap-: 
proving or disapproving of such actions, but they! 
can make concerns known and thus contribute to: 
a change in plans. 1 Eee Sn he a 
Normally; those-concerns-do not go beyond the} 
hearing . room... Under. the. Carter. administration,’ 
sources said, CIA Director Stansfield Tumer fre-: 
quently briefed the committee personally, so con- 
cerns were clearly knowndo him. Thus far in the: 
Reagan administration, sources say Casey has not’ 
handled these appearances but delegated :them 
mostly to Hugel and his predecessor and on oc-- 


ene = 


been-no response yet from the White House to the: 


letter from the House panel mémbers.:**; Set 
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- Last:year; legislation was passed. that narrow 
the number: of committees required to be kept in- 
formed” of. sensitive. intelligence operations from 
eight to-the-two select committees...One. source: 
said. that-hecause-of- this-narrowing, members 'o 
_the two remaining committees. took’ their jobs 
even more seriously because, in effect, they werei 
now responsible to the whole 


Qwest ae 


Though: the Reagan administration. 


-pabilities, officials: say this is a-slow. process re-! 
quiring both skilled people in the field and more 


the former president. changed hia mind about. thel 
Russians, and. will continue_increasing under the 


